A a 4-4T-l(g) 

. „ E A l-  T H 1 

\ 6 MIG  1962  h i t c h in 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


C.R. 


45 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

fcr  the  year 

19  6 1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICIALS: 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (and  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  for  North  Herts.  Area): 

VICTOR  R.  WALKER,  M.B. , Ch.B. , B.Sc.,  D.P.H. 

Divisional  Health  Office, 

12  Brand  Street,  Hitchin 
(Telephone:  Hitchin  3757) 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent: 

WILLIAM  M.  MATHEWS,  Certs.  Joint  Board, 

Meat  and  Foods, 

San.  Science, 

Smoke  Inspection 

Additional  Inspectors: 

ROBERT  B.  BOLT,  Certs.  Joint  Board, 

Testamur  of  Inst,  of  Public  Cleansing 

LEONARD  G.  STRIBLEY,  Certs.  Joint  Board, 

Meat  and  Foods. 


Wra.  E.  Potter,  Clerk  to  the  Council, 
Council  Offices, 

Grammar  School  Walk,  Hitchin 
(Telephone:  Hitchin  3785) 


B T J A H 


” A * 3 : J A U I.  5!  A 

.. 

. ■■■,  : (: 

eJS  *y  t 

■ . . . r ' : 


I • Vi  • ••  - '■./  W • ■ s .1  ‘ ,‘OxG  . 

: . ...  'irA  n : ci ' 


, . . • . . • . , • 

t«om0  jttlisaH  L -oiEiviC 
■ J.  . 2 . 

' : ' : ...  . 


BdXO  baft  *Jo.d  :nt>2 

j.-ofi  t io\»  .vn  .0  . .H  .Mi.  •/.. 

< 

. :iV.  ;v:t  ' - x-  ' ’ 

, ; '■  1 ; k ■ , '}  , -5  . ••  IDiM;  ’i 

t!>  • 1 \ . W-  i : 


. , .:i  . • . • . .i .. ' ■ i 

! ■ . 


’ - >10  , i So*  • • : * 

f ’ L'.j  » . ■ :u\  rj 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hitchin  Rural  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  an  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions 
of  your  district  for  the  year  1961. 

In  view  of  the  age  distribution  the  local  death  rate  is  again 
favourable  (9*3  against  8.8  in  i960)  and  application  of  the  supplied 
comparability  factor  gives  a 'standardised'  rate  of  8.8  (England  and  Wales 
1961  -12.0). 

The  local  birth  rate  (l4.8)  has  fallen  a little  further  beneath 
the  national  rate  (17.4),  The  local  stillbirth  rate  for  1961  was  less 
favourable  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  but  the  infant  mortality  figure 
(20.6)  fell  below  the  national  rate. 

There  was  again  an  almost  complete  absence  of  serious  infectious 
diseases  with  no  single  notification  of  enteric  disease  or  food  poisoning. 
One  (adult  male)  death  was  ascribed  to  acute  poliomyelitis  by  the  Registrar 
General . 


I would  again  acknowledge  having  received  from  your  chief  officers 
every  consideration  and  help  during  the  year.  In  the  compilation  of  the 
report  I would  acknowledge  the  help  of  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  W.  M.  Mathews,  who  is  wholly  responsible  for  the  sections  touching  upon 
sanitary  environment. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

V.  R.  WALKER 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


July  1962 
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SECTION  A 
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LOCAL  STATISTICS 


Area  ( xn  scrss ) • • • • • • • • . . . « • • • • « . . . . . « . Si , 324 

Home  Population  - Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-196l  ...  22,970 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1st  April  1962  (estd.)  ..  ....  7,517 
Rateable  Value  - 1st  April  1962  ....  ....  ....  ....  £196,869 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (estimate  1962/3)  ....  ....  £792 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 


HITCH IN  Comparable  rate 
RURAL  for  ENGLAND  and 
DISTRICT  WALES 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Totals 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

330 

184 

146 

Illegitimate 

9 

2 

7 

339 

186 

153 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

• • « • • 

Illegitimate 

live  births  per 

cent 

of  total  ! 

Live  births 

• 

• • • • • 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Totals 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

10 

8 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

- 

11 

9 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births  ... 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 


Total  Male  Female 

350  195  155 

DEATHS 

Total  Male  Female 

214  122  92 


2.7 


14.8 


31.4 


17.4 


18.7 


Rate  per  1,000  population 


9.3 


12.0 
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INFANT  DEATHS 

Total 

Under  1 week  4 

At  1 - 4 weeks  2 
At  4 - 52  weeks  1 


Male  Female 

2 2 

1 1 

1 


7 4 3 


HITCHIN  Comparable  rate 
RU HAL  for  ENGLAND  and 
DISTRICT  WALES 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

total  live  births  

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1 , 000  illegitimate  live  births 

21.2 

0.0 

20.6 

21.4 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 

4 weeks  per  1.  >00  total  live  births) 

17.7 

13.5 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 
(deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  

11.8 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births)  

42.9 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  

None 

0.0 

0.33 

Comment  on  Vital  Statistics 

The  estimated  locdl  mid-year  population  again  shows  a small  increase 

(90). 


Total  live  births  numbered  339 , a figure  20  below  that  for  i960,  and 
total  deaths  2l4  against  202  in  the  previous  year. 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

Of  the  total,  63  were  attributed  to  Heart  and  other  Circulatory 
Diseases,  33  to  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System,  48  to  Cancer  (all 
sites)  and  21  to  Respiratory  Diseases.  Deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  or 
Bronchus  numbered  17  (15  males  and  2 females). 


4. 


SECTION  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

No  important  change  occurred  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C 
Staff 

During  the  year,  no  changes  occurred  in  the  clerical  staff  which 
remained  at  two,  Mrs.  D.  Bolt  and  Mrs.  M.  Smith.  There  are  times  of  peak 
demand  upon  the  clerical  services  when  it  is  difficult  to  meet  all  needs 
with  reasonable  promptitude  and  this  position  is  being  observed  carefully. 

No  changes  occurred  in  the  complement  of  Inspectors  either,  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  Additional  Inspectors  (shown  on  the  front 
page)  have  been  with  this  Council  for  1 6 and  9 years  respectively. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supplies 

The  Water  Undertaking  was  absorbed  into  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company 
during  I960,  but  reports  upon  samples  taken  (treated  water)  come  through 
regularly  and  are  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  During  1961, 

221  Bacteriological  and  79  Chemical  samples  have  been  so  reported  and  all 
but  8 (referred  to  in  Par.(d)  of  the  Water  Company's  report  below)  conformed 
to  the  standards  of  purity  considered  suitable  for  a public  supply.  These 
reports  are  often  some  weeks  in  arrears  and  also  provide  no  information  as 
to  the  points  from  which  the  samples  were  procured.  However,  an  under- 
standing exists  between  the  Water  Company  and  the  Council,  that  if  anything 
genuinely  serious  becomes  known,  it  will  be  specially  notified  so  as  to 
enable  follow-up  action  to  be  taken. 

Part  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company's  report  reads  as  follows: - 

" (a)  the  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  (i)  in  quality 
and  (ii)  in  quantity. 

(b)  10  Chemical  and  50  Bacteriological  examinations  of  raw  water  were 
made,  and  the  results  were  satisfactory  in  every  case.  With 
reference  to  treated  water,  you  will  have  received  the  monthly 
reports  from  the  Chief  Chemist  which  contain  full  details. 

(c)  the  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumb o- solvent  action. 
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(d)  the  only  case  of  contamination  which  occurred  during  1961  was  at 
Park  Lane  Reservoir,  Knebworth,  where  infiltration  of  surface 
water  was  first  suspected  in  September  1961,  when  a sample  taken 
after  heavy  rainfall  was  found  to  contain  E.  Coli.  In  the  course 
of  investigation,  E*  Coli  was  found  in  further  samples  taken  from 
the  Reservoir  and  from  the  neighbouring  district.  The  reservoir 
was  thereupon  promptly  withdrawn  from  service,  and  when  drained  down 
for  inspection,  trouble  of  longstanding  origin  was  revealed,  as 
evidenced  by  roots  growing  inside  to  a length  of  12  feet  or  more, 
which  in  the  course  of  time  had  thrust  their  way  through  the  struct- 
ural joints.  Since  its  repair  and  return  to  service,  this  reservoir 
has  been  closely  watched,  and  every  one  of  the  numerous  samples 
subsequently  collected  in  all  weather  conditions  has  been  of  first 
class  quality." 

Other  samples,  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  had  results  as 
shown  below  - 


No. 

taken 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Doubtful 

Bulk  Supplies  from  - 

Lee  Valley  Water  Co. 

(old  Hitchin/Braughing 
section  - Therfield) 

1 

1 

— 

South  Carnbs.  R.D. 

(Guilden  Morden  section  - 
Ashwell ) 

1 

1 

Biggleswade  Water  Board 
(Hinxworth) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Private  Sources 

51 

24 

23* 

4 

54 

27 

23 

4 

* As  in  other  years,  the  high  proportion  of  failures  was  used  to 
influence  owners  of  unsatisfactory  sources  to  improve  the  plant 
used  or  to  connect  up  to  a more  reliable  supply. 

The  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  estimate  that  the  population  supplied  by 
them  is  22,908,  the  number  of  properties  being  6,676,  analysed  as  follows  - 
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Parish 

No. 

Props 

Ashwell 

27 

Ashwell  (L.A.) 

394 

Barkway 

162 

Barley 

173 

By grave 

80 

Caldecote 

— 

Clot  hall 

27 

Codicote 

6o4 

•Graveley 

102 

Hext  on 

4l 

Hinxworth 

72 

H dwell 

147 

Parish 

No. 

Props 

Ickleford 

336 

Kel shall 

33 

Kimpt  on 

458 

Kings  Walden 

293 

Knebworth 

992 

Langley 

37 

Lilley 

140 

Newnham 

14 

Nuthampstead 

32 

Offley 

377 

Pirton 

290 

Preston 

95 

Parish 

No. 

Props 

Radwell 

24 

Reed 

66 

Rushden 

59 

St .Ippollitts 

399 

St. Pauls  Walden 

283 

Sand on 

147 

Therfield 

130 

Wallingt  on 

43 

Weston 

271 

Wymondley 

326 

Public  Swimming;  Baths 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Hitchin  Rural  District. 


Sewe rage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  present  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  facilities  in  certain  of 
the  villages  continue  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Unfortunately  progress  on  the 
new  schemes  embodied  in  the  Council's  five  year  programme  has  not  been  as 
rapid  as  was  hoped.  The  villages  of  Hexton,  Hoi well,  Knebworth,  Offley  and 
Whitwell  are  the  only  ones  to  have  properly  designed  sewage  treatment  works 
to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  village;  in  other  villages  there  are  smaller 
works  to  deal  with  the  Council  houses. 

The  work  which  is  in  progress  on  the  schemes  for  Ickleford  and 
Kimpton  has  been  exceedingly  slow  and  the  contract  period  will  undoubtedly 
be  over-run.  The  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  Kimpton  scheme  has  meant 
that  tenders  cannot  be  invited  for  the  Peters  Green  scheme,  although 
Ministry  authority  to  invite  tenders  has  been  received  and  the  necessary 
documents  prepared.  Ministry  approval  to  the  Breachwocd  Green  scheme  has 
been  received  and  tenders  will  be  obtained  early  in  1962. 

Financial  difficulties  are  still  being  encountered  with  the  Codicote 
and  Fulling  Mill  drainage  scheme  but  it  is  hoped  that  these  will  shortly  be 
resolved  in  order  that  a visit  by  the  Minister’s  Inspector  can  be  arranged. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  possible  to  prepare  a more  optimistic  report  for  the 
coming  year. 


Public  Cleansing  Service 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Last  year's  principal  difficulty  of  obtaining  and  retaining  staff  did 
not  seem  to  apply  in  1961  to  the  same  extent.  From  about  November  i960  things 
seemed  to  change  for  the  better  and  the  Council  have  done  their  best  to  encourage 
this  state  of  affairs  by  adopting  a five-day  week  from  January  1st  1961.  Also, 
from  this  date  the  working  week  reduced  from  44  hours  to  42  hours. 

In  June,  a new  and  large  packing-type  refuse  collection  vehicle,  the 
Dennis  Paxit  Mark  II  was  received.  This  vehicle  also  improved  the  men's 
working  conditions,  as  a Paxit  is  easier,  cleaner  and  safer  to  load.  The 
savings  in  time  produced  by  the  use  of  this  vehicle  enabled  further  consider- 
ation to  be  given  to  an  extension  of  the  weekly  collection  service.  Up  to 
i960  this  had  only  been  provided  to  Knebworth,  but  it  was  then  given  for  three 
months  in  mid-summer  to  Codicote.  When  the  Paxit  II  arrived,  the  weekly 

service  was  soon  afterwards  provided  regularly  to  the  built-up  area  of  Codicote 
parish,  and  one  extra  man  was  taken  on  to  help  with  this  work. 

During  1961,  a demonstration  Paxit  Major  was  tried  out.  By  experiment, 
the  fear  was  dispelled  that  its  carrying  capacity  of  25/28  cubic  yards  might  be 
too  large  for  a rural  district.  An  order  was  placed  for  such  a vehicle,  with 
delivery  expected  in  June  1962.  Extensions  to  the  Council's  Gosraore  Depot 
were  undertaken  to  accommodate  the  growing  vehicle  fleet,  and  the  height  of 
the  garage  bays  was  varied  to  allow  for  the  use  of  the  larger  type  vehicles. 

Tipwork  was  handled  by  the  tip  tractor  and  the  results  gave  every  satis- 
faction. The  sizeable  task  of  finishing  off  the  old  White  Lane  tip  was 
carried  through  during  the  year,  and  the  land  was  returned  to  the  owner  for 
agricultural  purposes  in  October.  Tipping  space  is  running  short  and  prelim- 
inary enquiries  were  started  with  a view  to  acquiring  tipping  rights  in  two 
other  pits.  No  agreements  had  been  concluded  by  the  year's  end. 

Vehicle  FUR  585  (1944)  was  taken  off  the  road  during  the  year. 

Some  figures  relating  to  the  work  performed  now  follow: - 
Refuse  Collected 


Year 

No.  of 

Approx,  weight  of  all 

Vehicle 

Loads 

materials  collected 

mileage  (inc.  Foreman's  van) 

I960 

2336 

4216  tons 

57,740 

1961 

2148 

4214  " 

62,769 

The  reduced  number  of  loads  is  caused  by  the  coming  of  the  Paxit  II, 
each  load  being  about  twice  the  weight  of  that  in  a side-loading  type  vehicle. 
The  increased  mileage  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  whilst  White  Lane  tip  was 
being  reinstated,  the  vehicles  had  to  travel  to  Holwell  for  tipping  purposes. 
Also,  giving  the  weekly  service  to  Codicote  must  have  stepped  up  this  figure 
to  some  extent. 
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Salvage  Despatches 

1960  - 112  tons  collected  and  sold  - £924.  2.  8d. 

1961  - 115  " " " " - £973.15.  5d. 

Cesspool  Emptying  and  Night-soil  Collection 

The  existence  of  the  third  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  again  proved 
its  worth  during  the  peak  demand  for  service,  March  to  July.  Once  more,  it 
was  possible  to  keep  the  waiting  period  for  service  within  bounds,  and  no 
genuinely  urgent  case  was  refused  a reasonably  prompt  service. 

The  weekly  pail  collection  service  was  continued  to  those  properties 
having  inadequate  disposal  ground,  or  where  occupiers  were  incapacitated. 

The  following  summary  represents  the  total  work  performed 


Number  of  cesspools  emptied  at 


Houses 

in  Private 

Loads 

ownership 

Council  Houses 

from  Sew- 

Pails 

Year 

Free 

Chargeable 

Free 

Chargeable 

age  Works 

emptied 

I960 

919 

472 

21 

123 

746 

5197 

1961 

961 

477 

20 

118 

785 

5284 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 

The  Joint  Pests  Control  Scheme  with  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council 
continued  in  operation  with  satisfactory  results. 

In  February,  the  rodent  operator  died  after  having  suffered  a 
lengthy  period  of  declining  health.  The  Department  was  sorry  to  lose 
Mr.  W.  A.  Saunders  in  this  way  as  he  had  been  a very  agreeable  colleague 
with  whom  to  work  and  he  was  well  regarded  out  in  the  country  parishes.  In 
May,  Mr.  J.  Knapton  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacant  position,  the  treat- 
ments in  the  intervening  period  having  been  covered  by  the  Additional 
Inspectors  and  the  Foreman. 

Warfarin  was  continued  in  use  as  the  principal  bait  poison  and  gave 
much  satisfaction.  Towards  the  year's  end,  experimental  work  was  started 
using  Warfarin  5 as  against  Warfarin  1.  No  conclusive  results  were  known 
by  the  end  of  December  as  to  whether  the  slightly  higher  cost  was  justified, 
but  there  seemed  to  be  indications  that  the  number  of  visits  to  give  treat- 
ment might  be  reduced. 

4 

The  load  of  work  to  be  carried  was  extremely  heavy  from  October  due 
to  weather  conditions  driving  rodents  into  shelter  where  they  became 
noticed  and  reported  by  householders  and  farmers.  This  was  typical  of  the 
nation-wide  experience  that  has  received  considerable  comment  in  the  Press. 
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There  is  one  further  experience  that  might  be  mentioned.  At  present, 
no  control  exists  over  the  breaking  up  of  manure  clamps,  although  wire  guards 
are  required  when  ricks  are  threshed  out  after  certain  time  intervals.  As 
ricks  become  less  numerous,  due  to  mechanisation,  manure  heaps  seem  to  get 
bigger  and  to  stand  for  longer  periods  before  break-up.  These  mounds  seem  to 
be  regularly  supporting  a rat  population,  and  where  such  an  infestation  exists, 
it  would  appear  to  be  prudent  to  adopt  precautions  in  breaking  them  up  similar 
to  those  used  when  threshing  ricks.  A failure  to  do  this,  results  in  an 
explosive  outbreak  of  justifiable  complaints  and  it  is  often  a long  and  costly 
task  to  eliminate  trouble  that  could  have  been  prevented  easily  by  quite  simple 
measures  in  the  first  place.  This  situation  is  to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agri culture , Fisheries  and  Food  at  an  appropriate  moment. 

Details  of  the  work  done  by  the  Operator  are  as  follows: - 
SUMMARY  FOR  THE  PERIOD  JANUARY  1st  to  DECEMBER  31st  1961 


1 

NUMBER  OF  HOURS  WORKED  - 

DISTRICT 

CT?\«n?DC! 

rpTTDC  TPqcp 

PRIVATE 

BUS. 

BLOCK! 

AGRIC . 

TVYT1  AT 

j 

XXJro  iljlLf  • 

DWELLINGS 

PREMS. 

INSP. 

LAND  ETC. 

X UX  rlXj 

HITCHIN 

R .D  • C . 

5% 

44  C$ 

316 

92 

ZA 

191 

1097$ 

WELWYN 

R.D.C. 

I 

IC/2 

6(?A 

110$ 

11 

- 

1$ 

194 

66$ 

501$ 

! 426$ 

103 

2$ 



192$ 

1291$ 

Other  figu 

res  - 

Time 

spent  on  vehicle  maint., 

receiving  instructions, 

Total  mileage 

reports  on  visits,  bait 

covered 

- 7797 

handling  etc. 

162/4 

Petrol  used  - 204/2  gals. 

Approx.  M. 

P.G.-  38.1 

Total  hours  worked 

1454$ 

In  addition,  approximately  105$  hours  were  spent  upon  urgent  work  by  other 
persons  for  the  Hitchin  Rural  District  Council  in  the  period  when  there  was  no 
active  rodent  operator,  i.e.,  1st  January  to  7th  May  1961. 
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Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  summary  gives  details  of  visits  made  and  inspections 
performed.  The  use  of  Statutory  procedure  continues  to  be  kept  to  the 
essential  minimum.  The  number  of  visits  and  inspections  for  all  purposes 
was  3543,  detailed  as  follows  in  comparison  with  the  year  i960  - 


General  Sanitation  etc. 

I960 

1961 

Water  Supply  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

• • • 

0 

• • » • 

73 

115 

Drainage  . . .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

0 » 

• • • 

364 

4o6 

Cowsheds,  Stables  and 

Piggeries 

• • • • 

• • 

0 • 

• • • 

21 

26 

Ponds  and  Ditches 

0000 

• • • 0 

• • 

• 0 

• • • 

34 

26 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

(inc.  Caravan  Sites 

etc 

:.  Act 

I960) 

307 

286 

Factories,  Workplaces 

and  Outworkers 

• • 

• • 

. . . 

95 

73 

Bakehouses  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• ■ 

• • 

• • • 

6 

3 

Licensed  Premises 

0000 

• • • • 

• • 

• 0 

• • • 

56 

46 

Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal 

(including  Salvage) 

189 

242 

Rodent  Control  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

« 0 

• • • 

25 

118 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

• 00 

1 

5 

Schools  ••••  • • • • 

« • « • 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

000 

3 

8 

Sh ops  ••••  • • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

000 

106 

84 

Petroleum  Regulations 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

000 

202 

161 

Noise  Nuisances  .... 

• « • • 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

000 

- 

42 

Miscellaneous  visits 

• • • • 

• t • • 

• • 

• • 

000 

75 

85 

H ousing 

676 

518 

Public  Health  Act  - visits  paid 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

000 

• 

0 0 0 0 

Housing  Acts  - visits  paid 

• • • • 

• » 

• • 

000 

• 

0 0 0 0 

766 

1035 

Filthy  or  Verminous  premises  - 

visits 

paid 

000 

• 

0 0 0 0 

5 

16 

Miscellaneous  housing 

visits 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

0 0 0 

• 

0 0 0 0 

13 

22 

Infectious  Diseases  etc. 

Enquiries  in  cases  of 

Infectious  Disease 

• • 

0 0 0 

• 

0 0 0 0 

10 

10 

Visits  re  disinfection  .... 

• • • • 

• • 

• • 

0 0 0 

• 

0 0 0 0 

5 

5 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  (inc. 

inspection 

of 

premises) 

Slaughterhouses  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

• • • 

174 

43 

Butchers  ...  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

• • • 

55 

27 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

« « • • 

• • 

• • • 

22 

12 

Poultry  and  Egg  Packing  Stations  . . . 

• • 

• • • 

7 

8 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .... 

• • • • 

• • 

• • • 

5 

4 

Grocers  ....  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

000 

38 

36 

Greengrocers  .... 

• • • • 

• • 

0 0 0 

3 

9 

Ice-Cream  Premises  . 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

000 

5 

37 

Restaurants  .... 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • 

000 

19 

7 

Visits  re  Mobile  Shops  .... 

• • • • 

• • 

0 0 0 

5 

1 

Miscellaneous  Food  visits 

• • • • 

• • 

0 0 0 

30 

27 

3395  3543 
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The  work  has  been  continued  of  dealing  with  the  sub-standard  properties 
and  in  the  same  way  as  in  other  years.  There  is  a tremendous  market  for  old 
country  cottages  capable  of  modernisation,  and  the  department  has  encouraged 
fully  and  advised  upon  any  re -conditioning  project  that  was  really  worthy  of 
support. 


SECTION  D 
Housing 

On  the  31st  December  1961  the  number  of  applications  on  the  Council's 
waiting  list  for  accommodation  was  480,  which  is  a decrease  of  11  when  compared 
with  the  previous  year's  total. 

During  1961,  137  new  applications  were  registered  and  148  deleted  from 
the  lists.  In  connection  with  this  latter  figure,  57  applicants  were  re- 
housed and  91  applications  were  cancelled,  either  at  the  applicant's  request 
or  because  of  the  failure  of  applicants  to  re-register  and  to  reply  to  enquiries 
as  to  whether  they  still  needed  accommodation. 

The  Council  have  pursued  their  policy  of  transferring  famiDies  from 
one  type  of  dwelling  to  another  of  more  suitable  size.  Elderly  couples  and 
people  giving  alone  in  three-bedroom  houses  have  been  re-housed  in  bungalows, 
thus  making  available  these  houses  for  larger  families.  A number  of  exchanges 
of  tenancies  have  taken  place  during  the  past  year,  in  some  cases  involving 
tenants  of  properties  outside  the  rural  district. 

New  Houses 

The  number  of  private  dwellings  provided  by  new  construction  during 
the  year  was  53*  The  number  of  houses  completed  for  the  Council  during  the 
twelve  months  ended  31st  December  1961  was  20. 

During  the  year,  drawings  were  prepared  for  the  construction  of  a 
block  of  Old  Persons'  flatlets  in  the  village  of  Knebworth  and  tenders  for 
this  scheme  are  expected  early  in  1962. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  i960 

It  will  be  remembered  that  during  i960  much  effort  was  put  into  the 
preparation  of  caravan  site  standards.  As  each  item  was  subject  to  appeal, 
it  was  necessary  to  relate  such  standards  to  the  reasonable  needs  of  a rural 
district,  and  in  general  they  were  formulated  at  a lower  level  than  the 
Ministry's  model  code  but  higher  than  the  old  site  licence  conditions.  Up  to 
the  end  of  1961,  167  caravans,  situated  on  48  sites,  had  been  covered  by 
licences.  A period  is  now  being  allowed  to  site  proprietors  to  bring  their 
sites  and  facilities  up  to  the  levels  required. 
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SECTION  E 
Food 


(a)  Slaughterhouses 

At  the  commencement  of  19&1  it  was  thought  likely  that  three  small 
country  slaughterhouses  might  be  brought  up  to  the  standards  required  by 
the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958  and  the  .Slaughter  of  Animals 
(Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1958.  However,  during  the  year, 
despite  an  extension  of  the  time  period  allowed,  all  three  establishments 
ceased  to  function.  This  did  not  cause  any  shortage  of  supplies  of  fresh 
meat  as  it  was  already  known  that  a generous  sufficiency  was  available  from 
surrounding  areas. 

During  1961,  preliminary  enquiries  were  made  by  a farmer-butcher 
about  the  possibility  of  having  a new  slaughterhouse  built  in  the  Five 
Houses  area  of  Therfield,  and  assistance  was  given  by  examining  plans  and 
indicating  suggested  alterations  and  improvements. 

(b)  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Meat  inspection,  as  a regular  commitment,  ceased  after  June  1961. 

Up  to  that  time,  10C$  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consump- 
tion was  practised. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

r 

Cows  | 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

85 

3 ! 

19 

55 

- 

Number  inspected 

85 

3 

- 

19 

55 

- 

! 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

I 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

5 

I 

I 

- 

... 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

5.9 

j 

. 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

l 

l 

_ 

_ 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
j with  Tuberculosis 

i 

. 

i 

1 Cysticercosis 

J 

j Carcases  of  which  some 
| part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

j 

_ 

- 

- 

1 Carcases  submitted  to 
| treatment  by 
i refrigeration 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! 

1 Generalised  and 
| totally  condemned 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

t 

! 

i 

i 

| 

| 

... 
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Information  regarding  food  premises  in  the  district  is  given  below: - 


Type  of  Business  No.  in  District 


Grocers  and  Confectioners 84 

Butchers  (inc.  cooked  meats)  l6 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  9 

Fishmongers  (wet  fish)  3 

Fried  fish  shops  1 

Fruiterers,  Greengrocers  and  Confectioners  7 

Confectioners  5 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Catering  Establishments  . 17 

Public  Houses  79 

Off-licence  7 

Brewers  and  Manufacturers  of  Mineral  Waters  ....  2 

Dairies  (producer/retailers)  2 

Other  premises  from  which  milk  is  sold 10 

Egg  packing  station  1 

Poultry  packing  stations  4 


There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  registered  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  1953  for  the  Manufacture  of  Ice-Cream,  but  there  are  84 
establishments  that  are  registered  for  the  sale  thereof.  Under  the 
heading  of  the  "Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods  etc."  39 
premises  are  registered  of  which  10  are  not  now  in  active  use.  There  were 
approximately  65  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  during  the  year. 

The  work  of  inspection  and  recommendation  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  etc.  continues,  including  the  examination  of  Plans  submitted. 

The  four  poultry  packing  stations  were  again  kept  under  observation 
along  with  the  routine  inspection  of  general  food  stocks.  The  result  of 
this  work  is  shown  in  the  following  summary  of  foodstuffs  condemned  - 


Tons  Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs.  Ozs. 

Tinned  Food - - - 8 10 

Pork  (inc.  Ham)  - - - 11  14 

Beef  (including  offals)  - - 3 21  - 

1 - 13  8 


Now  that  meat  inspection  has  ceased  for  the  present,  most  condemned 
goods  are  disposed  of  at  refuse  tips  where  they  can  be  over -tipped  and 
covered  at  once. 
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(c)  Milk 

The  issue  of  licences  for  the  sale  of  Designated  milks  is  now  taken 
over  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council.  The  number  of  Dairies  registered 
remains  at  2. 

( d ) Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

(e ) Factories  Acts  1937-1959 

Information  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  is  given 
in  the  Table  that  follows:  - 

An  additional  number  of  19  visits  were  made  to  factory  premises,  mainly 
in  connection  with  noise  nuisances. 
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1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 


s 

No.  on 

Number 

of  - 

PREMISES 

j 

Reg- 

ister 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,2, 
3,4  and  6 are  to  be  enforced 

11 

by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sec. 7 is  en- 

118 

43 

forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

\ 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 

8 

3 

Outworkers'  premises) 

1 

TOTAL  

1 

137 

46 

- 

i 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects  found 

No.  of  ! 
Prosec-  { 

utions  I 

| 

Found 

Remedied 

Re  fe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec. 

rred  - 
By  H.M. 
Inspec. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

! 

I 

| Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| Inadequate  ventilation 

2 

2 

- 

1 

_ 

| Ineffective  drainage 

! 

j of  floors 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

! Sanitary  conveniences  - 

| 

(a)  Insufficient 

5 

2 

2 

i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J Other  offences  against 

j the  Act  (excl. Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

1 

TOTAL  

f i 

I * 

10 

8 

3 

Outworkers.  There  are  J>0  Outworkers  reported  in  the  District,  employed  on 
the  making  of  "Wearing  Apparel". 
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SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

For  the  year  1961,  total  notifications  of  acute  infectious  diseases 
(after  correction)  were:  Measles  225,  Whooping  Cough  17,  Scarlet  Fever  7, 
Acute  Pneumonia  4,  Meningococcal  meningitis  1 and  Erysipelas  1. 

Measles  had  an  epidemic  prevalence  in  the  second  and  (to  lesser 
extent)  first  quarters  of  the  year. 

Scarlet  fever  incidence  was  low,  completely  scattered  in  time  and 
place,  and  confined  to  infant  and  pre-school  ages. 

Pneumonia  fell  mainly  in  the  first  quarter  at  a time  of  influenza 
prevalence . 

The  case  of  meningococcal  meningitis  (fatal)  occurred  in  an  infant 
of  nine  months. 

The  rural  district  is  credited  with  one  death  from  Poliomyelitis 
in  the  national  mortality  figures.  This  sudden  death,  in  an  adult  male  in 
the  month  of  February,  was  certified  due  to  Acute  Polioencephalitis  after 
post-mortem;  subsequent  virological  investigation  was  later  reported  to  have 
been  unsuccessful  in  determining  the  nature  of  the  infecting  agent. 

IMMUNISATION 


The  availability  for  the  whole  year  of  the  ’ three -in- one ’ TRIPLE 
antigen  - against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  - has  led  to  a 
steadily  increased  acceptance  by  parents.  Similarly,  the  offer  early  in  the 
summer  to  children  of  primary  school  age  of  a fourth  protective  dose  of  Salk 
vaccine  against  poliomyelitis  had  an  acceptance  rate  over  seventy-five  per 
cent,  occasioning  considerable  extra  work  for  staffs  of  both  health  depart- 
ment and  primary  schools. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
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New  Cases  and  Deaths  during  the  year  1961 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

N on-Re  spir at  ory 

M.  F. 

! Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Non-Re spir at ory  j 

M.  F. 

0-1 

2-5 

5-15 

“ ““ 

: ; 

1 

! _ 

1 

- 

! 

i 

” i 

1 

15  - 25 

- 

- 

- 

f 

! 

25  - 35 

- 

1 

- 

1 

i 

35  - 45 

2 

1 

! 

| 

45  - 55 

3 

- 

55  - 65 

3 

_ 

" 

_ 

65  and  over 

1 

. - 

1 

| Not  known 

- 

- 

■ ' 

" 

TOTALS 

9 

2 1 

. 

" 

1 - 

i 

Comment 


There  was  some  rise  from  previous  years  in  respiratory  cases 
notified  but  this  is  seen  confined  to  a total  of  9 males,  all  middle-aged 
or  elderly.  No  single  young  female  pulmonary  case  was  notified. 

In  addition,  inward  transfers  to  the  local  register  from  other 
areas  numbered  8 notifications,  all  ’respiratory'. 

Only  one  (adult  male)  death  was  credited  to  the  district  for  the 
year  from  a n on-respiratory  form  of  disease. 


V.  R.  WALKER 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


July  1962 
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